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From the Dean 

 

Greetings to all of you as we begin a new year—our 50th Anniversary Year!  While I hope and pray that 
this year will be a blessing to all of our members, I want to begin by expressing the sadness of the Chap-
ter at the terrible earthquake in Haiti.  While we acknowledge with sadness that churches and organs in 
the Port-au-Prince area have been almost totally destroyed, we know that these are things which can, and 
eventually will, be replaced.  However, we must concentrate on the needs of the people of Port-au-
Prince and all of Haiti as they face one of the largest single disasters of destruction, injury and death in 
recorded history.  I am sure that you all join me in expressing condolence and solidarity with the incredi-
bly large number of people affected by this disaster.  Please give to reputable charities to support the 
ongoing relief efforts, and lend your prayers to those who have suffered loss or injury, and to all of those 

working for their succor. 

In AGO news, now is the time to register for the AGO National Convention!  Please note that the dead-
line for early registration is February 14.  If you wait until the 15th or later, you will pay $70 more to reg-
ister.  Early registration is $340; after the 15th it is $410.  So go to www.ago2010.org and register now in 
order to save money.  Last month, I talked about how important and helpful the National Convention can 
be for those who attend.  This particular Convention should be of interest to Brooklyn Chapter members 

for several reasons: 

 • It is not too far away.  Washington, DC is just down the coast, and is readily reachable by car, 

bus, and train, in addition to regular air flights. 

 • Your former Dean and current Newsletter Editor Jonathan Hall will be 1) Conducting a work-
shop titled, A Firm Foundation for Sight-Reading Skills; and 2) having a new biography of Calvin 

Hampton featured in the display of publisher Wayne Leupold Editions (see below). 

 • Your current Dean will be unveiling a collection titled, Ragtime Pipes, featuring ten of his ar-

rangements of Scott Joplin rags, also published by Wayne Leupold Editions. 

 • Your Board has decided to support the convention in two ways: We will have an ad celebrat-
ing our 50th Anniversary year in the Convention Book, and we are also sponsoring Dr. Hall’s workshop.  

We feel that it is very important to support the AGO’s biennial gathering. 

 • Brooklyn-born composer David Hurd is being honored as the AGO’s Distinguished Composer 
at this convention.  The concluding concert, to be held in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception, will feature the premiere his new Three Psalms, for choir and two organs, spe-

cially commissioned for this convention. 
 

(over, please) 

visit our handsome website at 

www.brooklynago.org 
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From the Dean, continued… 

 

As you can see, our relatively small Chapter will be 
strongly represented at this convention.  If you wish to 
see further details on the plans for our week in 
Washington, there has been a series of very informative 
ads in The American Organist.  In addition, you may 
see all the convention details at the convention website, 
www.ago2010.org, where you can also register.  Sub-
dean Raymond Trapp and I both expect to be there, 
along with Jonathan Hall and David Hurd; we all hope 

that we will see many of you in Washington, as well.   

REMEMBER: SAVE $70 IF YOU REGISTER BY 
FEBRUARY 14!! 

By the way, did you notice our Chapter in the most 
recent issue of The American Organist?  The Board 
decided to memorialize our dear departed former 
Secretary, Hope Engelsen, by making a donation to the 
AGO Fund in her name.  This was listed under Chapter 
Contributions in the January TAO.  Requiescat in pace, 

caro Hope. 

Elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter, you will see 
news about our Winter Banquet, the New Jersey trip on 
Martin Luther King day, and our upcoming silent 
movie and Members’ Recital.  This is a wonderful and 
friendly chapter; we are glad for all who join in our 
events, and hope to have more and more of you with us 

as we go forward in our 50th Anniversary Year! 

 

—Gregory Eaton, Dean 

Congratulations to 

Jonathan Hall 

 

As you may have read above, Dr. Jonathan B. 
Hall’s new biography of New York organist and 
composer Calvin Hampton has just been released 
by publisher Wayne Leupold.  Calvin Hampton 
(1938–1984), was a consummate organist and 
church musician, well-known for his Midnight 
Concerts at Calvary Episcopal Church in New 
York.  Many credit him, along with fellow com-
posers Larry King of Trinity Wall Street, and 
David Hurd of the General Theological Seminary, 
with having a major impact on church music of 
the 1970s and 80s.  This very carefully researched 
life of a major figure in American organ playing 
and church music promises to be a compelling 
read, and I recommend that you add this to your 
library of resources in the music we all love.  To 
order the book, go directly to the publisher’s web-
site: www.wayneleupold.com.  The book is listed 

under ‘New Releases.’  392 pages, $40.00. 

—-Gregory Eaton 

Chapter FriendChapter Friend  

 

Please note that there is a membership 
category called Chapter Friend. This is 
strictly a local membership, without 
national voting privileges or The 

American Organist magazine. Our 
chapter has set the dues for this category 
at $25. For more information, contact 

Registrar Sophie Williams Johnson. 

Also, please note that the National office 
offers something called “AmiGOs” (see 
the letters A-G-O there?). This category 
is based on voluntary donation; a chapter 
of your choice receives fifty percent of 
your gift. Check out http://agohq.org/
contributions/amigos.html for more 

information. Thank you, friend! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The American Guild of Organists 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260 

New York, NY 10115 
212-870-2310 

Fax: 212-870-2163 
Website: www.agohq.org 
Email: info@agohq.org 
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A Note on Professional 

Concerns 

 
It has come to my attention that there have been 
recent cases in both the Brooklyn Chapter and 
neighboring AGO chapters of situations where 
people were unjustly treated by their church 
employers, and yet were barred from beginning an 
AGO Grievance Procedure by technical problems 
with their cases.  

 

Please be sure you have a contract with your 
church.  If not, a job outline produced by your 
supervisor is helpful. You can also compose a 
Letter of Understanding (LoU), in which you write 
to your supervisor a letter outlining your position 
and duties as you understand them to be. If they 
write back to confirm the contents of the LoU, keep 
copies of both; however just the existence of an 
LoU can be helpful if there should be an 
unfortunate end to your position. And remember 

three very important things: 

 

1) You must begin an AGO Grievance Procedure 
within 90 days of the termination of 

employment.   

2) If either side employs a lawyer, the AGO 
Grievance Procedure is immediately 

terminated.  And: 

3) You cannot initiate an AGO Grievance 
Procedure if you are not a member at the time 

of your termination.  So, remember to keep 
your membership current!  The AGO has been 
able to be very helpful to people who have 
been treated unjustly, but we cannot do so if 

the rules of the Procedure are not followed. 

 

—Gregory Eaton, Professional Concerns Officer 

(and Dean!) 

The Brooklyn Chapter: 

Fifty Years Old 

and Going Strong! 

 
This May—May 30, to be exact—the Brooklyn 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of its charter. 
That’s right—our chapter has been going strong 
since May 30, 1960.  On that now-distant day, 
Eisenhower was President; Nelson Rockefeller 
was Governor; Bob Wagner  was Mayor; many of 
us, your Editor included, weren’t walking the 
earth quite yet…though I was on the way... 

 

Gas cost about 31 cents a gallon, and cars 
averaged 14 miles per gallon fuel efficiency. Only 
the government had computers! Minimum wage 
was one dollar.  

 

To Kill a Mockingbird was published; the author, 
Harper Lee, was a direct descendant of Robert E. 
Lee. Brown v. Board of Education had come six 
years earlier, but not nearly enough had been 
done. Race would be a defining issue of the 
decade. 

 

The Russians were beating us in space; television 
was the big new thing; rock musicians still wore 
ties. There were many, many more organists, and 
organs,  in the world as well. Aeolian-Skinner was 
up to about Opus 1365; Estey, 3261; Reuter, 641; 
Möller, 9539 or so. Calvin Hampton graduated 
from Oberlin.  Ernest M. Skinner was still alive; 
he would die in November. 

 

Blessed John XXIII was Pope. The Second 
Vatican Council,  which was to say so many 
provocative and interesting things and yet 
challenge our profession to the limit, had been 

announced but not yet convened.  

More to come... 

 

Whatever you do, don’t forget to register for the National AGO Convention in Washington, DC, this 

coming July 4 through 8! The Brooklyn chapter will be very actively involved in this landmark con-

vention, and your presence is most earnestly requested. 
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Join us for the third in our 
series of Silent Movies, 
The Ten Commandments 
(1923). The poster is 
currently on the Chapter 
website, 
www.brooklynago.org. 
Please download it and 
post in your churches, 
apartment buildings, and 
any other appropriate 
place.  We need your help 
to make this series a 

continued success!  

Having Fun, Wish You Were Here  

Our two January events were a lot of fun, and had some of the highest attendance we have 
ever had!  On Sunday, January 10, twenty-five chapter members and friends got together at 
Eammon’s in Brooklyn Heights.  It was wonderful to just unwind after the holidays, seeing 
old and new friends in a very congenial atmosphere.  Our thanks to Eammon’s for their good 

food and service. 

Our second annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day trip went to Morristown, NJ.  Despite a couple 
of last-minute cancellations, we still had twenty people in two vans.  Our first visit was the 
Morristown National Historic Park, which you might call ‘the other Valley Forge.’  This was 
where Washington and his troops camped in the winters of 1777 and 1779 during the Revolu-
tionary War.  Following lunch near the town Green, we visited St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
where Music Director Brian Harlow introduced us to the 1930 E.M. Skinner.  It was a joy to 
hear our friend Brian play the Bridge Adagio in E, and Whitlock Allegro risoluto (Plymouth 

Suite) on this pristine instrument showing the influence of both Ernest Skinner and G. Donald 
Harrison.  Our final stop was to the Church of the Redeemer, whose organ was originally the 
sister instrument to the J. W. Steere & Son organ at the Brooklyn Baptist Temple.  It has since 
been altered by the Organ Arts Company, including a cantilevered chest containing a strongly 
voiced principal chorus.  Organist Ed Alstrom played for us the third fugue section of the 
Bach St. Anne fugue, and selections from Franck’s Grande Pièce Symphonique.  In both 
places, tour members were given the opportunity to play the instruments.  We had a great 

time, and hope more of you can join us next year! 

The Silent Movie Series 
is held at the Brooklyn 
Baptist Temple, 360 
Schermerhorn Ave., at 
Third Ave. in Brooklyn. 
That is very close to the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music and the Atlantic-
Pacific subway station. 
The Hoyt St. F/G station 

is fairly close, too. 
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A Pittsburgh composer, Robert G. Farrell, is 
offering two free organ preludes to anyone who 
visits his site at www.sibeliusmusic.com. Many 
composers list their music here, so you will have 
to “search by composer.” The site allows you to 
view and hear all works listed. Simply click on 
the preludes that are listed for free. The music 
will appear for you to print out at no cost.  (Note: 
you may have to download Scorch to do this.) 
 
Mr. Farrell is published by CanticaNOVA Music 
Publishers and Selah Publishing Company. 
Sacred organ and choral music by Robert G. 
Farrell can also be purchased at 
sibeliusmusic.com. 
 
...As some to church repair, 

not for the doctrine, but the music there. 
 

—Alexander Pope, “An Essay on Criticism,” 1711 

OFFICERS,  BOARD MEMBERS, AND APPOINTEES, 2009‑‑‑‑2010 PROGRAM YEAR 

DEAN:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; GCEaton@msn.com 

SUB‑‑‑‑DEAN:  Raymond Trapp, CAGO – (347) 374-2416; RaymondTrapp@yahoo.com 

HONORARY SECRETARY AND PERSON OF THE YEAR, 2009:  Hope Engelsen 

SECRETARY:  Rick Dennan – (718) 855-3650; dennanj@aa.org 

TREASURER:  Stephen Danziger, MD – (718) 398‑3980; sdanziger@pol.net 

REGISTRAR:  Sophie Williams-Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

PAST DEAN (2006):  Don Barnum – (917) 689-2953; DCBJR1@aol.com 

PAST DEAN (2009):  Jonathan B. Hall, FAGO, ChM – (917) 596‑4002; 

jonahall@alumni.indiana.edu 

CLASS of 2010: 
 Timothy Chun – (347) 522-9780; oceantim@hotmail.com 

 John Klauder – (718) 797-1425; Klauder@verizon.net 

 Dominic Russo – (718) 258-6363 
CLASS of 2011: 
 Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

 Sophie Williams Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

 Sylvester Nichols – (718) 493-0445; sylvester44@verizon.net 

CLASS of 2012: 
 Keith Bigger – (718) 528-9443; k_bigger@yahoo.com 

 Ellen Wright – (718) 625-3903; auntiegrover@verizon.net 

ARCHIVIST:  Keith Bigger – (718) 875-1858 ext.160; k-bigger@yahoo.com 

CHAPLAIN:  The Rev. Dr. Randolph Nugent – (212) 420-1839; rnugent@nyc.rr.com 

PLACEMENT:  Julian Goodwin, AAGO – (718) 875-3542; jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; GCEaton@msn.com 

EDITOR, THE BROOKLYN BOMBARDE:  Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

ASSISTANT EDITOR:  Timothy Chun (see above) 

WEBMASTER:  Edward Odell, CAIO; eodell@odellorgans.com 

Substitute List 

—Don Barnum (NO Sunday AM):  (212) 799-
6944; DCBJR1@aol.com 
—Rita Begelman: (718) 837-3071; healin 
sound@yahoo.com 
—Timothy Chun: (347) 522-9780; 
oceantim@hotmail.com 
—Nicolas Martelacci: (718) 624-5665; 
nm11201@aol.com 
—Daniel McCalla: (347) 678-4697; 
danielbrklyn6@aol.com 
—Sylvester Nichols: (718) 493-0445; 
sylvester44@verizon.net 
—Ellen Wright: (718) 625-3903; 

auntigrover@verizon.net 
 

For inquiries, please call Julian Goodwin  at (718) 

875-3542; or email: jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 
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PLEASE DELIVER TO: 

RETURN ADDRESS: 

JONATHAN B. HALL 

155B WASHINGTON AVE. 

RUTHERFORD, NJ 07070 

PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE WITH A MAGNET! 

PROGRAMS OF NOTE :  

 

Concert Calendar: 
 
Every Wednesday, 1:10 pm—No charge for admission.  
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church, 157 Montague St., Brooklyn 

Gregory Eaton plays the E.M. Skinner organ  

 Lenten Season Organ Concert Series: “30 Minutes Meditation” with Timothy Chun 
—Free-will offering at the door to benefit the Organ Restoration Fund. Saturdays: 
 February 27, 7:00 pm 
 March 6,  7:00 pm 
 March 13, 7:00 pm 
 March 20, 7:00 pm 
The Bowne Street Community Church, 143-11 Roosevelt Ave., Flushing, Queens 

Chapter Events: 

The Ten Commandments— February 13, 7:00 pm. Silent film accompanied by theater organist Ben 
Model.  Admission $10, Seniors/students $5.  Brooklyn Baptist Temple, 360 Schermerhorn St. at 3rd Ave. 
 

Members' Recital: April, exact date TBA. Contact Sub-Dean Raymond Trapp for further information.   


