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From the Dean 

 

I begin this newsletter by thanking all of those who have worked so hard to make our recent Chapter events successful.  

In particular, Sub-dean Raymond Trapp has been there whenever needed to assist with driving on our New Jersey ex-

cursion, helping with mailings and publicity, and assisting with the production of our Directory.  Raymond’s church, 

Vanderveer Park United Methodist, very graciously provided their machinery and time for copying, folding and sta-

pling.  We are very glad for the help from these friends.  Timothy Chun did a beautiful job with the design and layout 

of the Directory.  Board members John Klauder and Ellen Wright also assisted with publicity, and all of your Board 

members have been very active in putting together our recent Chapter events.  Archivist Keith Bigger has done won-

derful work in doing the logistical work for our Silent Film series, and has kept the organ in marvelous tuning for these 

evenings.  Our audiences are growing for these films, and we look forward to increased attendance as we go forward.  

Ed Odell continues to do a wonderful job of maintaining our new website, and many others are generous with their 

time and talents.  We are blessed to have so many people working together to help make this a very active Chapter 

with a positive attitude. 

 

That said, we need to make a Special Appeal to you, our Chapter members:  While our events have been successful, 

we have not yet reached the break-even point for our silent films, and our excursions and banquets just barely cover 

expenses.  As we look ahead to the celebration of our 50th Anniversary year, it would be wonderful to be able to put on 

special events in celebration.  However, for this we need to have funds.  While your dues are an important part of our 

financial profile, your contributions above and beyond dues are both welcome and important.  Both your Dean and Sub

-dean have set an example by giving toward the expenses of the Silent Film series, and several other members have 

given generously over the past year.  I know that, in this economy, every dollar is important to you; the same is true for 

the Brooklyn Chapter.  Please give generously to aid in Haiti, where it is desperately needed.  But if you think you 

might have any funds available to help your Chapter, it would be greatly appreciated.  You may mail your tax-

deductible donations to Treasurer Stephen Danziger, at the address shown in your brand new Directories.  I thank you 

in advance for your consideration of the Brooklyn Chapter in your plans for giving. 

 

And looking ahead to our 50th Anniversary Year, it was suggested at our last Board meeting that we decide upon a 

Mission or Theme for our Anniversary celebrations.  Does anyone have any ideas?  Your suggestions and comments  

 

(over, please) 

visit our handsome website at 

www.brooklynago.org 
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From the Dean, continued… 

 

are welcome and appreciated.  Send an e-mail to 

me at GCEaton@msn.com and let me know how 

you think we should shape/title our anniversary 

events.  Also, if you have any specific ideas for 

programs or events, please let me know. 

 

Finally, I need to ask if there is any Chapter 

member who might be interested in serving as our 

Publicity Coordinator.  It would be very helpful 

to have someone assist with the scheduling and 

distribution of Press Releases, posters, flyers, etc.  

If you are interested, or want to find out more about 

our needs, please contact me at the above e-mail 

address. 

 

I wish you all the best in your preparations and 

observances of Lent, Holy Week, and Passover.  

Your Chapter is here to support you, and we 

appreciate your support for our work. 

 

—Gregory Eaton, Dean 

A Special Note About 

the Bombarde: 

 

In addition to my thanks in the Dean’s Letter, 

Jonathan Hall deserves thanks for his work as 

editor of our newsletter.  To assist him in this 

work, the Chapter Board has agreed to a 

schedule for production of the Bombarde.  

Effective immediately, the deadline for sub-

missions to the newsletter will be the 15th of 

each month, for inclusion in the following 

month’s issue.  Send your submissions 

(articles, announcements, concert listings) to 

editor Jonathan Hall no later than the 15th of 

each month.  Many thanks for your contribu-

tions to our Chapter news! 

 

Gregory Eaton 

Chapter FriendChapter Friend  

 

Please note that there is a membership category 
called Chapter Friend. This is strictly a local 
membership, without national voting privileges 
or The American Organist magazine. Our chapter 
has set the dues for this category at $25. For 
more information, contact Registrar Sophie 

Williams Johnson. 

 

Also, please note that the National office offers 
something called “AmiGOs” (see the letters A-G
-O there?). This category is based on voluntary 
donation; a chapter of your choice receives fifty 
percent of your gift. Check out http://agohq.org/
contributions/amigos.html for more information. 

Thank you, friend! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The American Guild of Organists 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260 

New York, NY 10115 
212-870-2310 

Fax: 212-870-2163 
Website: www.agohq.org 
Email: info@agohq.org 
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 SILENT FILM, FEB. 13: THE WRITE-UP 

 
Some thirty-five enthusiasts braved wintry New York 
to attend the third in a series of silent films accompa-
nied by live organ music. Many of those who attended 
were new to the series, but there were numerous others 
who enjoyed previous showings. Several chapter mem-
bers were present. 
 
The very experienced organist, Ben Model, once again 
provided superb original organ music at Brooklyn's 
New Baptist Temple on its 1918 J. W. Steere and Son 
organ, expertly maintained by member Keith Bigger. 
For more then twenty-five years, Ben has been provid-
ing music for silent films at the Museum of Modern 
Art, and elsewhere. 
 
The movie was Cecil B. DeMille's 1923 epic, The Ten 

Commandments. The initial biblical story is followed 
by a modern parable, harkening back to the scriptural 
account by depicting the tale of two brothers, one of 
whom adheres to the commandments and one who does 
not. Interestingly, regarding the son who tries to water 
down cement used to build a church:  there was a re-
cent disclosure that some New York concrete contrac-
tors were using inferior cement and falsifying labora-
tory reports. Corruption is not unique to our age, and 
history continues its infinite circle. 
 
The special effects were startling, especially the parting 
of the Red Sea, accomplished by a close-up of a piece 
of jiggling Jell-O cut in half. While such cinematogra-
phy may seem primitive, the creativeness of the film 
makers belied the early technology available at that 
time.  
 
The audience was most appreciative.  A Lutheran pas-
tor told us she was originally skeptical of the perform-
ance because of the “small screen,” but after, she said 
that the film and music were very moving and inspir-
ing, and she was happy to have been there. 
 
Check our website for forthcoming performances, and 
join us for a re-creation of an almost-lost art form that 
is being kept alive by a few diehards, and by our chap-
ter. 
 

FREE BACH ONLINE! 

 

The complete organ works of Johann Sebastian Bach, 
recorded by James Kibbie on original baroque organs 
in Germany, are now available as free internet 
downloads. The University of Michigan's Block M 
Records label is offering free downloads of all 270 
Bach works in MP3 and high audio-quality formats at 
www.blockmrecords.org/bach. James Kibbie recorded 
the series on seven historic organs by Silbermann, 
Schnitger, Trost, Bielfeldt, and Hildebrandt. To date, 
there have been approximately half a million 

downloads from the site. 

Whatever you do, don’t forget to register for the   

National AGO Convention in Washington, DC, this 

coming July 4 through 8! The Brooklyn chapter will 

be very actively involved in this landmark convention, 

and your presence is most earnestly requested. 

Warming Up a Volunteer Choir 

 

As I said in a previous piece, piano practice first will 
double the effectiveness of organ practice second. 
This time, I want to highlight the importance of good 
choral warm-ups. A good warm-up will at least dou-
ble the efficacy of the rehearsal. Time is always tight; 
but you can’t afford not to spend a good chunk of it on 

warming up the voices which you shepherd. 

I focus on volunteer choirs because paid singers tend 
to assume that they’re permanently  “in voice.” It’s 
rarely true! We’re still talking about two tiny mucus 
membranes, anywhere from four to eleven millimeters 
long (is there an otolaryngologist in the house?) A 
trained singer, or someone who cares passionately 
about “being a singer,” does not have platinum vocal 
folds; they are still weak, wet, gummy little things the 
size of a postage stamp. They’re surrounded by unex-
ercised muscles and (in my case) socked-in sinus cavi-

ties; they are heavy with sleep and sedentary lifestyles. 

But I have found that the most successful evangelism 
for healthy vocal practice is with a well-disposed ama-

teur. What a reward, to get in shape this fun way! 

Begin with the correct mental attitude. “Let us put 
down our music, our bags, our coats, our conversa-
tions, and our distractions, stand up, and be aware of 

the beautiful privilege we are about to enjoy.” 

Then, gentle stretching, especially of the upper body, 
thorax, ribs, neck, shoulders, head. Massage the thick 
hinges that shut the jaw, the masseter muscles. Swing 
the arms. All gently, all with care! Never overdo, 

never risk injury to someone, never force the issue. 

Then, simple tuning of a single note or five-note fig-

ure: 5-4-3-2-1 on “oo-ee-oo-ee-ooo.” 

(over, please) 
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 warm-ups, continued 

 

From there—from that quiet, focused, inward sound, a 
pure vowel fixed in the masque—we gradually gain 
confidence. Slurred eighth-note patterns: 1-3, 2-4, 3-5, 

4-2, 1 on “miney, miney, miney, miney mee” or “nah-
neh-ni-no-nu.” Avoid the diphthongs of the English 
long a (eh-yee) and long o (oh-oo). Sing the first 
vowel of the diphthong, closing on the second very 

briefly.  

Pop singers cannot, will not, get this right; and much 
of your choir may be emulating their bad example, 
moving directly to the second vowel and holding it! 

Cure them of this! 

Finally, big swinging patterns, like downward arpeg-
gios 8-5-3-1 on nasal and liquid consonants like “zay-
ah-lay-mine” or something similar. The bridges of 
their noses should buzz...ditto the top of their skulls. 

Have them place a hand or fingers there, to check. 

To get the tone “forward,” just refer to the quintessen-

tial Brooklyn accent. Nuff said. 

I tell my choirs to “bring their voices breakfast in 
bed.” We must be kind in awakening the voice. The 
tiny vocal folds depend on a large muscular wind sys-
tem beneath them, and a web of thin, resonant bone 
above them. It takes time to find this anew, especially 

in the dewy morn! 

Humor doesn’t hurt a bit. No one ever laughed with 
“incorrect placement.” Skip some of the painfully-
acquired music-school voice lore, and tell them a joke, 
for Pete’s sake! In Dr. Danziger’s phrase, think 

“jiggling Jell-O.” 

When the choir is warmed up a bit, have them sit. 
While they’re all aglow with new-found oxygen, and 

happy, run down the service with them. (Is every 
hymn correct in the bulletin and on the signboard? 
Does the new member know that favorite obscure tune 
of yours, Fotheringay?) What about psalms, canticles, 
liturgical acclamations? Finally—last of all—the  

anthem. 

A choir is a liturgical ministry team, a community 
within a community; they model participation by 
friend-leadership, as chaverim l’ knesset. The good 
performance of a challenging vocal work is surely im-

portant, and a rich reward as well as a gift to God and  

continued at right→ 

Members Recital 

At the most recent board meeting on February 9, it was 

finalized that the Members Recital will be held at Saint 

Philip’s Episcopal Church, where we have been before as 

a Chapter. 

The location is 334 Macdonough Street, between Stuyve-

sant and Lewis, in the Bed-Stuy neighborhood.  

The date is April 25, 4 PM. As previously, the church is 

delighted that we’re coming. 

The organist of the church is Hugh Knight. 

Talk to the Sub-Dean, Raymond Trapp, for more info. 

See you there. 

warm-ups, concluded 

 

His people; but it must stand on a foundation of respon-
sible, aware participation in the liturgy as a whole. It 

crowns the edifice, but is not itself the edifice. 

Above all, thank your choir, and hold them up for praise 
and gratitude often. I can suffer through an unrehearsed 
lector reading the “Letter to the Philippines” or pro-
nouncing Antioch “Any Tosh.” I cannot suffer a well-

prepared choir to go without its meed of appreciation. 

Do these things, and so far from needing warming up, 

your choir will scarcely ever cool down! 

Jonathan B. Hall 

 
See Jon Hall’s latest article, on the theology of Olivier Messiaen, in 
the March 2010 issue of The American Organist. 

Professional Certification Exams 

The deadline to register for the Associate, Fellow, and 

Choirmaster examinations is April First. Please refer to 

the national AGO website, under “Professional Certifica-

tion,” for fees and application information. 

For the Service Playing Exam, it is “open season” till 

April 30; but the application deadline is March 1. The 

new season will open in the fall. 

For the Colleague Exam,  test dates are May 14 (deadline 

to apply is March 1) and November 12 (deadline, July 1). 
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OFFICERS,  BOARD MEMBERS, AND APPOINTEES, 2009‑‑‑‑2010 PROGRAM YEAR 

DEAN:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; GCEaton@msn.com 

SUB‑‑‑‑DEAN:  Raymond Trapp, CAGO – (347) 374-2416; RaymondTrapp@yahoo.com 

HONORARY SECRETARY AND PERSON OF THE YEAR, 2009:  Hope Engelsen 

SECRETARY:  Rick Dennan – (718) 855-3650; dennanj@aa.org 

TREASURER:  Stephen Danziger, MD – (718) 398‑3980; sdanziger@pol.net 

REGISTRAR:  Sophie Williams-Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

PAST DEAN (2006):  Don Barnum – (917) 689-2953; DCBJR1@aol.com 

PAST DEAN (2009):  Jonathan B. Hall, FAGO, ChM – (917) 596‑4002; 

jonahall@alumni.indiana.edu 

CLASS of 2010: 
 Timothy Chun – (347) 522-9780; oceantim@hotmail.com 

 John Klauder – (718) 797-1425; Klauder@verizon.net 

 Dominic Russo – (718) 258-6363 
CLASS of 2011: 
 Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

 Sophie Williams Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

 Sylvester Nichols – (718) 493-0445; sylvester44@verizon.net 

CLASS of 2012: 
 Keith Bigger – (718) 528-9443; k_bigger@yahoo.com 

 Ellen Wright – (718) 625-3903; auntiegrover@verizon.net 

ARCHIVIST:  Keith Bigger – (718) 875-1858 ext.160; k-bigger@yahoo.com 

CHAPLAIN:  The Rev. Dr. Randolph Nugent – (212) 420-1839; rnugent@nyc.rr.com 

PLACEMENT:  Julian Goodwin, AAGO – (718) 875-3542; jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; GCEaton@msn.com 

EDITOR, THE BROOKLYN BOMBARDE:  Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

ASSISTANT EDITOR:  Timothy Chun (see above) 

WEBMASTER:  Edward Odell, CAIO; eodell@odellorgans.com 

Substitute List 

—Don Barnum (NO Sunday AM):  (212) 799-
6944; DCBJR1@aol.com 
—Rita Begelman: (718) 837-3071; healin 
sound@yahoo.com 
—Timothy Chun: (347) 522-9780; 
oceantim@hotmail.com 
—Nicolas Martelacci: (718) 624-5665; 
nm11201@aol.com 
—Daniel McCalla: (347) 678-4697; 
danielbrklyn6@aol.com 
—Sylvester Nichols: (718) 493-0445; 
sylvester44@verizon.net 
—Ellen Wright: (718) 625-3903; 

auntigrover@verizon.net 
 

For inquiries, please call Julian Goodwin  at 

(718) 875-3542; or email: 

 jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 

 

Squiblets 

 

�The next film in our terrific silent 

movie series is The Mark of Zorro, April 

10, at 7 PM. Same place, same organist!  

�The members’ recital will be on Sun-

day, April 25, at 4 PM. 

�Our Chapter will turn fifty on May 30! 

We need your ideas on how to mark this 

golden anniversary.  

�The end-of-the-year banquet will be 

on June 13, 2010, at Eamon Doran’s. 
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PLEASE DELIVER TO: 

RETURN ADDRESS: 

JONATHAN B. HALL 

155B WASHINGTON AVE. 

RUTHERFORD, NJ 07070 

PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE WITH A MAGNET! 

PROGRAMS OF NOTE :  

 

Concert Calendar: 

 
Every Wednesday, 1:10 pm—No charge for admission.  
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church, 157 Montague St., Brooklyn 

Gregory Eaton plays the E.M. Skinner organ  

Sunday, April 18, 7:00 pm  Suggested donation $25 or $20 Student/Senior.  The Organ as Orchestra, a 
program of orchestral transcriptions for organ, plus music of AGO Distinguished Composer of the Year, 
David Hurd.  Gregory Eaton, organist, at St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church, Clinton & Montague Streets 

(157 Montague St.), Brooklyn Heights.  Information: (718) 875-6960. 

 Lenten Season Organ Concert Series: “30 Minutes Meditation” with Timothy Chun 
—Free-will offering at the door to benefit the Organ Restoration Fund. Saturdays: 
 February 27, 7:00 pm 
 March 6,  7:00 pm 
 March 13, 7:00 pm 
 March 20, 7:00 pm 
The Bowne Street Community Church, 143-11 Roosevelt Ave., Flushing, Queens 

Chapter Events: 

Members' Recital: April 25, 4 PM, St. Philip’s Episcopal, Bed-Stuy. See inside for details. 


