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From the Dean 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

It is that time of year again: Now that Passover and Easter are behind us, it is time for your Chapter to ask 

you to renew your membership for the coming year, our 50th Anniversary Year! 

Enclosed, you will find a membership form.  Please fill this out and return to us as soon as is possible.  Last 

year, some renewals didn’t come in until November; this makes it difficult for us to report members accu-

rately to the National offices, and it endangers your subscription to The American Organist.  In the coming 

year, we are planning a new Bach to Brooklyn excursion, plus 50th Anniversary events for early in the fall.  

These events will have special discounts for Chapter members, so it is important to renew. 

So, fill out the form: Please include all address information to ensure accuracy, and remember to sign your 

form.  If you are a member of another Chapter, we welcome dual members.  And for  non-organists, there is 

the Chapter Friends membership (not reported to National, no magazine subscription.)  So take a moment, 

and send your completed form and check to Registrar Sophie Williams Johnson. 

On another ‘note,’ we are still looking for someone to serve as Chapter Publicity Coordinator.  The success 

of our events depends on our ability to let people know about them, and we need the talent of anybody who 

is knowledgeable about publicity possibilities for our Chapter. 

Coming up: Our final Silent Film will be presented on Saturday, June 12 at 8:00 pm.  The Mary Pickford 

film, My Best Girl, has been called one of the best romantic comedies ever to come out of Hollywood.  Join-

ing us to accompany the film will be theater organist Bernie Anderson.  Admittance is $10 or $5 student/

senior.  

 

(continued next page) 

visit our handsome website at 

www.brooklynago.org 

Whatever you do, don’t forget to register for the   National AGO Convention in Washington, 

DC, this coming July 4 through 8! The Brooklyn chapter will be very actively involved in this 

landmark convention, and attending would be a Capitol idea.. 



2 

 

The American Guild of Organists 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260 

New York, NY 10115 
212-870-2310 

Fax: 212-870-2163 
Website: www.agohq.org 
Email: info@agohq.org 

The Dean’s message, continued... 

 

 

Our annual end-of-season Chapter Banquet will be held on the following day, Sunday June 13 

at 5:00  pm. We will be meeting at Eamon Doran on Montague Street in Brooklyn Heights for 

a final opportunity for fun, food, and friendship.  The cost for the buffet dinner is $35; do plan 

to join us as we all wind down our musical seasons for the summer. 

Remember:  The one benefit of AGO membership that is completely up to you is the amount 

of time you spend at Chapter events.  If you don’t join us, it makes it that much more difficult 

to know you, support your work, and maybe provide a sympathetic ear.  Do put both June 12 

and 13 on your calendar, and we will see you there!  Your Chapter is here to support you, and 

we appreciate your support for our work. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory Eaton, Dean 

SIGN ME UP! I’m coming to the Golden Anniversary Banquet, June 13! I’ll be at Eamon 

Doran, 147 Montague Street, right by Gregory’s church, at 5 PM. 

 

My name and address are: 

 

 

 

I’ve enclosed a check for $35.00  and will send it to Stephen Danziger, 35 Prospect Park 

West, Apt. 12D, Brooklyn NY 11215. 

A lesson in French culture 

 

The pupil of Franck, Vincent d’Indy, 
wrote music as sweet as a c’indy, 
for orchestra, b’ind, 
or piano four-h’ind, 

and never was tasteless or r’indy. 

xerox me: 

this limerick ©2010 Jonathan B. Hall, 

and he’s welcome to it. 
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We’re Fifty Years Old! 

 

The Brooklyn Chapter officially came into being on May 30, 1960. Believe it or not, that is fifty years ago this 

May 30. Forty-three percent of the life of the Guild itself. 

A huge Happy Birthday is due to all of us, from all of us. For half a century, we’ve witnessed to the 

importance of organ and sacred music in the Borough of Brooklyn—-the King of Instruments and the 

Instrument of Kings. With the blithe braggadocio that is the birthright of every Brooklynite, born or borrowed, 

we say HURRAY FOR US! and we wish ourselves many more years of prosperity and friendship. 

One of the Guild’s very earliest services was held in Brooklyn. The honor for the very first founding events 

belongs to our neighboring borough of Manhattan; but an event was held here no later than May, 1897, at the 

New York Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church; during the first full year of Guild existence. So, though our 

Chapter, as an independent entity, is only fifty, our AGO witness to Brooklyn is primordial. 

We are the home of six seventeenth-century settlements: New Utrecht, Gravesend, Breuekelen, Bushwick, 

Flatbush, Flatlands...even such household names as Williamburgh are johnny-come-latelies to these. Over the 

years, slowly and reluctantly, we were absorbed and consolidated, first into Brooklyn itself, and finally joining 

New York City as its most populous Borough. The process was piecemeal, and rightly so; some might 

compare it to a princess slowly falling in love with a commoner. 

To this day, there is something distinct about Brooklyn. I felt it keenly when I came to live in Boro Park and 

became involved in this Chapter. My old view of New York, though native, was limiting. What happened  

between Manhattan and Long Island was simply the Queens-Midtown Tunnel and the LIE...those natural-gas 

tanks...an endless cemetery. What a flat earth it was, at times! How richer I’ve become for knowing this 

Borough! 

And Brooklyn had taken it on the chin, hard, in those years. The City was reeling from crime and confusion; 

the headline screamed FORD TO NY: DROP DEAD. Brooklyn had lost the Dodgers and the streetcars that 

the Dodgers had been named for (The Trolley-Dodgers, originally). An expressway had lobotomized whole 

neighborhoods. Coney Island was derelict and dangerous. Rows of once-proud brownstones now frowned 

menacingly, their high Victorian windows seeing all and saying nothing.  By 1980, a college professor could 

invite me to dinner in a wasteland called Cobble Hill—he’d daringly bought a brownstone there, on the salary 

of a Catholic seminary teacher. What a wise teacher I had...lucky, too! 

Now, things are so different, so much brighter and more hopeful for all Brooklynites. Bed-Stuy is simply 

amazing: a faith-restorer, assuredly. Problems remain, of course; the work isn’t done, by any means. But 

through thick and thin—from a Twin City to New York to a Borough of New York, to a newly-vibrant 

community of many communities—the American Guild of Organists has ministered in Brooklyn. Our 

“oblation to the Most High” has been made in churches and synagogues, in a place whose iconic bridge is 

itself a kind of church. 

May we continue to grow and flourish in a place we love, a distinct and utterly American place. May the home 

of Walt Whitman and Aaron Copland, and of countless other bards great and small, continue to welcome the 

Muse in all her glory, and may her glory point to the greater Glory that is the motto of our old, proud 

organization. 

 

JBH 
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MY BEST GIRL poster on this page 
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OFFICERS,  BOARD MEMBERS, AND APPOINTEES, 2009‑‑‑‑2010 PROGRAM YEAR 

DEAN:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; GCEaton@msn.com 

SUB‑‑‑‑DEAN:  Raymond Trapp, CAGO – (347) 374-2416; RaymondTrapp@yahoo.com 

HONORARY SECRETARY AND PERSON OF THE YEAR, 2009:  Hope Engelsen 

SECRETARY:  Rick Dennan – (718) 855-3650; dennanj@aa.org 

TREASURER:  Stephen Danziger, MD – (718) 398‑3980; sdanziger@pol.net 

REGISTRAR:  Sophie Williams-Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

PAST DEAN (2006):  Don Barnum – (917) 689-2953; DCBJR1@aol.com 

PAST DEAN (2009):  Jonathan B. Hall, FAGO, ChM – (917) 596‑4002; 

jonahall@alumni.indiana.edu 

CLASS of 2010: 
 Timothy Chun – (347) 522-9780; oceantim@hotmail.com 

 John Klauder – (718) 797-1425; Klauder@verizon.net 

 Dominic Russo – (718) 258-6363 
CLASS of 2011: 
 Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

 Sophie Williams Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

 Sylvester Nichols – (718) 493-0445; sylvester44@verizon.net 

CLASS of 2012: 
 Keith Bigger – (718) 528-9443; k_bigger@yahoo.com 

 Ellen Wright – (718) 625-3903; auntiegrover@verizon.net 

ARCHIVIST:  Keith Bigger – (718) 875-1858 ext.160; k-bigger@yahoo.com 

CHAPLAIN:  The Rev. Dr. Randolph Nugent – (212) 420-1839; rnugent@nyc.rr.com 

PLACEMENT:  Julian Goodwin, AAGO – (718) 875-3542; jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; GCEaton@msn.com 

EDITOR, THE BROOKLYN BOMBARDE:  Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

ASSISTANT EDITOR:  Timothy Chun (see above) 

WEBMASTER:  Edward Odell, CAIO; eodell@odellorgans.com 

Substitute List 

—Don Barnum (NO Sunday AM):  (212) 799-
6944; DCBJR1@aol.com 
—Rita Begelman: (718) 837-3071; healin 
sound@yahoo.com 
—Timothy Chun: (347) 522-9780; 
oceantim@hotmail.com 
—Nicolas Martelacci: (718) 624-5665; 
nm11201@aol.com 
—Daniel McCalla: (347) 678-4697; 
danielbrklyn6@aol.com 
—Sylvester Nichols: (718) 493-0445; 
sylvester44@verizon.net 
—Ellen Wright: (718) 625-3903; 

auntigrover@verizon.net 
 

For inquiries, please call Julian Goodwin  at 

(718) 875-3542; or email: 

 jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 

Squiblets 

 

�The next film in our terrific silent movie 

series is My Best Girl, June 12, at 8 PM. 

Same place, same organist!  

 

�Our Chapter will turn fifty on May 30! 

We need your ideas on how to mark this 

golden anniversary.  

 

�The end-of-the-year banquet will be on 

June 13, 2010, at Eamon Doran’s. 

 

�Your chapter needs your help! Consider a 

financial gift. 
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PLEASE DELIVER TO: 

RETURN ADDRESS: 

JONATHAN B. HALL 

155B WASHINGTON AVE. 

RUTHERFORD, NJ 07070 

PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE WITH A MAGNET! 

PROGRAMS OF NOTE :  

 

Concert Calendar: 

 
Every Wednesday, 1:10 pm—No charge for admission.  
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church, 157 Montague St., Brooklyn 

Gregory Eaton plays the E.M. Skinner organ  

Saturday, June 19, 12 noon - Free-will offering at the door to benefit the Organ Restoration Fund.  
“An Old Fashioned Hymn Sing Concert” with Timothy Chun at The Bowne Street Community 

Church , 143-11 Roosevelt Ave., Flushing, Queens 

Chapter Events: 

 

My Best Girl: Brooklyn Baptist Temple, June 12, 8 PM (see poster inside) 

June Banquet: Sunday, June 13, Eamon Doran. 

Our Fiftieth Birthday: May 30, 2010. 


