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From the Dean 

Dear Friends, 

We have had a wonderful kick-off to our 50th Anniversary Year with a day of events on September 11.  For those of you 

who were unable to join us, I thought a little report might be in order. 

We had a beautiful, sunny day for our Bach-to-Brooklyn tour, which took us to Bushwick and Carroll Gardens.  Churches 

visited were St. Thomas’, Bushwick; South Bushwick Reformed Church; and St. Paul’s Church in Carroll Gardens.  Our 

host at St. Thomas’, Roy Prescod, welcomed us warmly, and allowed us to explore the church’s Austin organ (1915, 

enlarged 1988).  It was fascinating to contrast the tonal ideals of the different parts of the organ, with 73 years of changing 

musical taste between them.  Our next stop was South Bushwick Reformed Church, an 1851 building with a beautiful 1893 

instrument by WW Williams.  This 17-rank tracker is quite a jewel, and is in amazingly good condition.  This was a definite 

highlight of the day.  After a delicious lunch sampling the culinary riches of Smith St., we went to St. Paul’s Church in Car-

roll Gardens, where rector Peter Cullen most graciously welcomed our 19-person group.  We owe St. Paul’s a special debt 

of gratitude, as they allowed us to come after our originally scheduled church canceled just the day before the tour!  The 

1914/2005 Austin organ at St. Paul’s was a fittingly stirring example with which to end our brief but rich tour through 

Brooklyn’s church and organ treasures. 

Proceeding on to St. Ann & the Holy Trinity, I was joined at the console by Raymond Trapp and Ellen Wright for a 9/11 

Service of Memory and Hope.  Our guest officiant was the chapter’s Chaplain, Pastor Randolph Nugent of Vanderveer 

Park United Methodist.  All of those in attendance reported finding the mix of prayers, hymns and organ meditations to be 

quite moving.  I am grateful to Ellen Wright for helping to put this liturgy together. 

The day ended with a banquet at Eamonn Doran, in Brooklyn Heights.  A group of over 20 got together for good food 

and time to both renew and begin friendships within the Chapter.  I commend Sub-Dean Raymond Trapp for putting to-

gether both the Bach-to-Brooklyn tour and the banquet.  For those of you who were with us for any (or all) of these 

events, I am glad that you were able to be with us.  For those of you who could not attend: You were missed!  We hope to 

see you at upcoming events. 

So what is next?  The most important item coming up is the 130th Anniversary of the Odell Organ at St. Charles Bor-

romeo Church.  Chapter member Jonathan Hall will be playing a recital on Saturday, November 6 to celebrate this impor-

tant instrument.  The church is on the corner of Sidney Place and Aitken Place.  Plan to be there at 7 PM on November 6 

to hear one of our own bring forth the voice of the Odell at 130 years of age! 

(over, please) 

visit our handsome website at 

www.brooklynago.org 
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From the Dean, continued… 

 

 

Finally for this issue, I have some sad news to 

communicate: Robert Vadheim, MD, an important 

supporter of both the St. Ann’s organ and the 

Paramount Theater organ, died at the age of 90 in 

August.  In recognition of all that he did for the 

organ and its music in Brooklyn, I will be playing a 

memorial concert on Sunday, November 14 at 4 

pm at St. Ann and the Holy Trinity.  Further details 

of this concert will be forthcoming. 

I hope that all of you are finding your musical 

seasons off to a good start, and that we will see you 

soon at a Brooklyn AGO 50th Anniversary event! 

Sincerely, 

Gregory Eaton, Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The American Guild of Organists 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1260 

New York, NY 10115 
212-870-2310 

Fax: 212-870-2163 
Website: www.agohq.org 
Email: info@agohq.org 

concert doings 

Saturday, October 23, 7:30 PM, Chaminade High School, 

Saville Rd. and Jackson Ave., Mineola LI. Silent Film: John 

Barrymore in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Organist Bernie 

Anderson Jr. Only working theater organ on LI.  Donations 

requested. See nytos.org for more information. 

 

Friday, October 29, 2010; 8 pm $30 or $20 for students/

seniors: Danse Macabre - One World Symphony, Gregory Eaton 

and Hungry March Band present their third annual Halloween 

concert.  Boëllmann - ‘Toccata’ from Suite Gothique; Gounod - 

church scene from Faust; Saint-Saëns - Danse Macabre; Candler 

- Boneyard (World Premiere).  $5 off Admission if you are in 

costume!  St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church, Clinton & 

Montague Streets, Brooklyn Heights.  Information: 

www.oneworldsymphony.org. 

 

Halloween, Sunday, Oct 31, 8 PM, Lafayette Ave. Presbyterian 

Church. J. David Williams accompanies Lon Chaney’s classic 

silent horror film, The Phantom of the Opera. $10/5. 85 S. Oxford 

St. LAPCbrooklyn.org.  

 

Saturday Nov. 6, 7 PM, St. Charles Borromeo, Sidney Place in 

the Heights. Jonathan Hall, 1880 Odell organ. Sweelinck, 

Pachelbel, Alain, others.  See Dean’s article this issue; and 

stcharlesbrooklyn.org for more information. 

 

Sunday, November 14, 8 PM. St. David’s Lutheran Church, 20 

Clark Blvd, Massapequa Park, LI. “Three for Three.” Music by  

Telemann, Mozart, Schubert for organ, oboe, soprano. 

Donation of $10. Reception follows. Advance purchase 

suggested, call 516-799-7832. Info: stdavids.yolasite.com. 
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my first convention, 

but not my last! 

 
By Raymond Trapp, CAGO, Sub-Dean and Special Reporter 

 

This summer I had the privilege of attending the A.G.O National Convention in Washington D.C.  July 
4th-8th  while also celebrating the 100th anniversary of the A.G.O District of Colombia Chapter. Let me 
avail myself of this opportunity to express my gratitude to my church Vanderveer Park U.M.C and my 
pastor Rev. Dr. Randolph Nugent for being kind enough to underwrite the cost of the convention.  As 
this was my first A.G.O convention I did not know exactly what to expect. Therefore, I looked forward to 
it with much anticipation. 

 

Upon my arrival on Sunday the first thing I did was to establish contact with our Dean Gregory Eaton. 
Having Gregory’s guidance really helped me to grasp the layout of the entire convention Thank you Greg-
ory! The convention progressed in a very orderly fashion. Buses were on time and it was relatively easy to 
always find someone in a red vest that could lend assistance. The days were quite packed with the various 
workshops, concerts and church services. The choices in events were clearly well thought out. The A.G.O 
really tried to offer something for everyone’s palette.  One of the greatest challenges in this convention 
was deciding what to attend.  It was also wonderful meeting people whom you had either read about in 
the TAO, or heard on a recording.  Although superfluous to say, there was a lot of really excellent organ 
playing.  I believe that only at a convention of this stature can you have so many great organist in one 
place. Congregational singing at the various church services never sound so good. As an organist I felt 
inspired by the convention. It encouraged me to work hard at mastering my gift, in other words “Study to 
show thyself approved”.  I must say that people were quite collegial. Whether it was an off the cuff con-
versation on a bus, a margarita across the street from the hotel , or dinner at a great Indian restaurant ,I 
was fortunate to spend time with some wonderful people. 

 

Above all, I felt encouraged by this convention. Although I may not have all the resources that some of 
my colleagues do, it does not negate the standard of music that I can produce. If you have never attended 
a national convention I encourage you to do so. And, if it has been sometime since your last convention 
please, rekindle the fire. I know that the financial aspect of attending a convention can be of concern. But, 
I view this as more of an investment into one’s self. And, if in your next contract negotiation you can 
work this in, by all means do so. The convention reminded me that I am not in it alone. Regardless of the 
level, we all encounter many of the same challenges in our ministries.  It was also wonderful to have work-
shops that addressed those concerns. However, I remain thankful that I am being used to be a blessing to 
others.  Having attended this national convention I look forward to attending the next in 2014 in Nash-
ville. After a weekend that featured 25 organs, 17 renowned recitalists, 14 choral and instrumental ensem-
bles, 74 workshops, eight worship services and 12 commissioned works one looks forward to the next 
meeting. On more of a personal note, I want to express my gratitude to this chapter and all its members. I 
was introduced to this chapter under a dark cloud. My friend and teacher and former Sub-dean of our 
chapter Mr. George Williams had just passed. At his funeral I met Jonathan Hall, Steve Danziger and 
Keith Bigger, when they came over and  introduced themselves. That meeting gave birth to my relation-
ship with the Brooklyn Chapter. This chapter and its members have been nothing less than a blessing to 
my life and music. I am thankful for all of you. Continue to reach out to others and be encouraging, you 
never know what seeds God can use you to plant.  
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October and  November 

 

September is just a warm-up. It’s still officially summer till the 21st or so; it’s still warm; 

the beaches are still inviting. School is still a piquant novelty; textbooks and pencil cases 

still have a fresh smell. Sleeves are still short. Church is just gearing up, choirs returning. 

In temples, it’s likely to be the High Holy Days, or close enough that rabbi and cantor 

are in overdrive. The quieter routines of summer—-if you have these at all—-are 

lingering, fading day by day, but perhaps not quite put away yet. Christmas decorations 

are lost in the depths of the hall closet, still absurdly unnecessary. 

 

Fresh tomatoes and iced tea still appear on the dinner table. One still longs for a 

charcoal-grilled hamburger. 

 

But then comes October, and you know it’s for real. Summer isn’t coming back. The 

leaves are turning. The mornings are quite cool. The sunlight is weaker. Pumpkins go on 

sale at every corner grocery. Cider appears in the supermarket. Life settles down. 

 

And suddenly (speaking for myself) one feels deeply and intensely grateful to have a 

trade, a craft, a skill: to be an organist, to have a snug bench and console to call one’s 

own. A perfect vantage point, with any luck, to enjoy the cooling and darkening of the 

year; to make music as the light slowly fades, to be safe indoors with faith and art. 

 

There is beautiful, beloved music to unwrap again: favorite anthems, favorite 

voluntaries. One surveys the old choices: shall it be the Clérambault Sunday, the 

Buxtehude Sunday, the Classici Italiani Sunday? Or shall I learn something entirely new? 

And then there’s Thanksgiving to consider. One thinks of KREMSER, of ST. 

GEORGE’S WINDSOR, and of NUN DANKET. 

 

Perhaps you don’t take much pleasure in thinking of the inevitable approach of winter, 

with all of its chill and messiness. Perhaps you dread the approach of ice, the difficulties 

it presents in simply getting around. But let that come when it will...later. For today, 

enjoy today. 

 

In short, may your fall be beautiful, comforting, full of joy. When the big Day of the 

Turkey rolls around, may you have too many blessings to count.       -jbh 
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Chapter FriendChapter Friend  

 

Please note that there is a membership category 
called Chapter Friend. This is a local 
membership, without national voting or The 

American Organist magazine. Our chapter has 
set the dues for this category at $25. For more 
information, contact Registrar Sophie Williams 
Johnson. 
     Also, the National office offers something 
called “AmiGOs.” This category is based on 
voluntary donation; a chapter of your choice 
receives fifty percent of your gift. Check out 
http://agohq.org/contributions/amigos.html for 

more information.  

OFFICERS,  BOARD MEMBERS, AND APPOINTEES, 

2010‑‑‑‑2011 PROGRAM YEAR 

DEAN:  Gregory Eaton – (212) 924‑4686; 

GCEaton@msn.com 

SUB‑‑‑‑DEAN:  Raymond Trapp, CAGO – (347) 374-

2416; RaymondTrapp@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY:  John Klauder – (718) 797-1425; 

Klauder@verizon.net 

TREASURER:  Stephen Danziger, MD – (718) 

398‑3980; sdanziger@pol.net 

REGISTRAR:  Sophie Williams-Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

PAST DEAN (2006):  Don Barnum – (917) 689-2953; DCBJR1@aol.com 

PAST DEAN (2009):  Jonathan B. Hall, FAGO, ChM – (917) 596‑4002; 

jonahall@alumni.indiana.edu 

CLASS of 2011: 
 Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

 Sophie Williams Johnson – (718) 826‑1621; sodojo07@yahoo.com 

 Sylvester Nichols – (718) 493-0445; sylvester44@verizon.net 

CLASS of 2012: 
 Keith Bigger – (718) 528-9443; k_bigger@yahoo.com 

 Ellen Wright – (718) 625-3903; auntiegrover@verizon.net 

 Paul Richard Olson —(718) 624-2332; polson@gracebrooklyn.org 

CLASS of 2013: 
 Timothy Chun – (347) 522-9780; oceantim@hotmail.com 

 Don Barnum (see above) 

 George Mathison (see substitute list) 
ARCHIVIST:  Keith Bigger – (718) 875-1858 ext.160; k-bigger@yahoo.com 

CHAPLAIN:  The Rev. Dr. Randolph Nugent – (212) 420-1839; rnugent@nyc.rr.com 

PLACEMENT:  Julian Goodwin, AAGO – (718) 875-3542; jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  Gregory Eaton (see above) 

EDITOR, THE BROOKLYN BOMBARDE:  Jonathan B. Hall (see above) 

Substitute List 

—Don Barnum: (212) 799-6944; DCBJR1@aol.com 

(no Sundays!) 

—Rita Begelman: (718) 837-3071; 

healingsound@yahoo.com 

—Timothy Chun: (347) 522-9780; 

oceantim@hotmail.com 

—-Aaron Comins:  (212) 647-0109; 

domedcity44@yahoo.com 

—-George Mathison: (718) 499-6937; 

gmathison@nyc.rr.com 

—Nicholas Martelacci: (718) 624-5665; 

nm11201@aol.com 

—Daniel McCalla: (347) 678-4697; 

danielbrklyn6@aol.com 

—Sylvester Nichols: (718) 493-0445; 

sylvester44@verizon.net 

—Virginia Papper: (248) 470-7870; 

vpapperbsc@global.net 

—Mark V. Smith: (917) 502-5761; 

mv.smith@verizon.net 

—-Robert Vogel: (718) 727-9864; 

winningbyrd@aol.com 

—Ellen Wright: (718) 625-3903; 

auntigrover@verizon.net 

For inquiries, please call Julian Goodwin  at (718) 875-3542; 
or email:  

jegoodwinjr@yahoo.com 
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PLEASE DELIVER TO: 

RETURN ADDRESS: 

JONATHAN B. HALL 

155B WASHINGTON AVE. 

RUTHERFORD, NJ 07070 

PUT THIS ON YOUR FRIDGE WITH A MAGNET! 

 

Nov. 6, 7 PM: Recital at Saint Charles Borromeo. Chapter attendance is 

encouraged. 1880 Odell organ, Jonathan Hall playing Sweelinck, Pachelbel, 

Alain, Bingham, others. 

 

January 8, 2011: A Day of  Workshops at Plymouth Church of  the Pilgrims, 9 

am to 3 pm.  $25 for Chapter members, $30 for non-members of  the 

Brooklyn Chapter. Workshops to include: Organ Registration (Bruce 

Oelschlager); The Collected Hymns of  David Hurd (David Hurd); Internet 

Resources for Free Choral and Organ Music; Professional Concerns for 

Church Musicians. 

January 17, 2011: Martin Luther King Day Excursion: Details to be 

announced.  


