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FROM OUR DEAN 
 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 

Greetings! One of the highlights of my summer was attending the A.G.O Hartford 2013 

Convention entitled “Appear and Inspire.” I am grateful to my church for underwriting the cost of 

attending these conventions. It is really a blessing when your church is willing to make such 

investments in you.  

 

Conventions offer a unique opportunity to connect with your colleagues both near and far.   I 

had the awesome opportunity to sit next to Todd Wilson on a bus ride to a recital and have the 

most pleasant conversation. At the time I didn’t recognize him from his picture in various 

publications or realize that I would be attending his recital the next day. I also had the 

opportunity to speak with persons whom I often only read about. The workshops were very good. 

One workshop that I had particular interest in was “Musician/Clergy Interaction.” This workshop 

was lead by Rev. Ellen Tillotson. The workshop took on a type of “round-table feel” minus the 

round table. The group consisted of approximately 20 musicians and one clergy person. I heard 

many of my colleagues share stories that consisted of sad and hurtful exchanges with clergy. Rev. 

Tillotson did an excellent job at maintaining a warm and encouraging atmosphere. I am sure that 

if more clergy members were present they too would have shared similar stories. I don’t know 

how to exactly fix this problem. However, I do know that clergy and musicians need each other.   

I view the congregation as the sacred place where the relationship between clergy and musician 

come together. It is difficult to have a moving worship service when the clergy and the musician 

are at odds. I say that because the spirit of disagreement becomes manifested in all that we do. I 

hope that more workshops like this will take place.    

 

A special meeting was held for chapter deans which afforded us an opportunity  to meet with 

our regional councilor Agnes Armstrong and other deans within our region. We discussed our  

various challenges and blessings. Naturally we spoke about the A.G.O becoming more inviting.  

 

Over the past few years I have attended quite a few conventions both national and regional. The 

recitals presented at these conventions are held on some of the most beautiful organs in the most 

beautiful edifices. One day I would like to attend a convention that included a recital on a digital 

organ. If we are going to ask digital organ builders to advertise in our magazines, purchase booth 

space at our conventions and become members of our chapter, should they not also be invited to 

participate on a recital level. Rather than just asking everyone to be more inviting we need to 
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make decisions that lead us in that direction. 

 

Finally, let me extend a welcome to Nancy Wright and Gary DeFranco to the board and to thank 

George Mathison for his service to the board and chapter. As we return to our various area of 

service, I wish you the best in all your endeavors. 

 

Be well, 

 

Raymond Trapp, Dean 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS.  ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHAPTER ARE 

FULLY TAX-DEDUCTIBLE. 

 

 

A KING OF INSTRUMENTS IS RENEWED IN KINGS COUNTY 

by John Klauder 

 

On October 18
th

, Olivier Latry, international concert performer and organist at Notre Dame de 

Paris, will come to Brooklyn to play the re-dedication concert of the restored Kilgen organ at Our 

Lady of Refuge. Latry’s program will include improvisation, hymn singing, and organ literature 

of Bach, Franck, Widor, Vierne and Saint-Saëns. 

 

The 1933 Kilgen (25 ranks) is in the final stages of renewal and will be ready just in time for 

Latry’s concert. Workers from the Quimby Organ Co. are in the final stages of reassembly and 

tonal finishing. Tonal finishing is the art and science of adjusting pipes so the organ sound “fits 

the room.”  

 

Midwood native Joe Vitacco, who grew up in the church, came back as an adult in 2006 to visit 

the organ. As a boy attending the church, the Kilgen organ initiated his passion for pipe organ 

music. Fr. Perry, the pastor, was glad to let him see it again, but warned that financial challenges 

prevented the church from maintaining the organ. Undeterred, Joe proceeded to examine the 

organ, and found water was leaking through the walls and onto the organ. Joe’s discovery 

inspired him to lead a seven-year fund raising and rebuilding effort.   

 

Joe started a Facebook page and Paypal account for the organ and solicited funds nationally and 

internationally (He owns JAV Recordings, which specializes in organ CDs).  He also sponsored 

concerts on other organs and helped out on fundraisers at the church. Besides donations from the 

congregation, donations came from as far away as New Zealand. Six years of effort raised 

$250,000 and the restoration work began. Last year the Organ Clearing House removed the organ 

and shipped it to R.A. Schopp in Ohio for rebuilding and the Quimby Organ Company is 

currently re-installing the instrument.   

 

Joe notes that the renewal is not just a benefit for Our Lady of Refuge, but for all organs in 

Brooklyn. Brooklyn once had 900 pipe organs and now is down to 70. This renewal is an 
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example for other neighborhood, non-wealthy churches, that they too, can restore their organs.   

 

The church plans to use the organs in concerts and make it available to the public to play.  Our 

chapter is planning to hold next years member’s recital there and we look forward to hearing the 

lush romantic Kilgen tones set in a beautiful art deco inspired interior.   

 

 

BROOKLYN AGO  PERSON OF THE YEAR ,  2013 

 

On Sunday afternoon, June 23, 2013, The Brooklyn Chapter of the AGO hosted its annual 

banquet, this time at Pacificana Restaurant, one of the premier Chinese restaurants in Sunset Park, 

Brooklyn's growing Chinatown.   

 

The occasion celebrated our Person of the Year, Richard (Ric) Parsons of Parsons Pipe Organs 

Builders of Canandaigua, NY, in the beautiful Finger Lakes Region of upstate New York.  The 

award honors someone who has been involved in the promotion, building, maintaining, and 

preservation of pipe organs, especially in Brooklyn. His company’s website is 

www.parsonsorgans.com.  

 

Selecting Ric was obvious, as he helped restore a long-lost pipe organ in Brooklyn that was 

discovered by our archivist, Keith Bigger. Our Secretary, John Klauder, was also instrumental in 

saving this historical treasure, a 1901 William and Charles Pilcher organ that was built right here 

in Brooklyn. 

 

The organ had not been used in decades, but fortunately, benign neglect often preserves things in 

their original, unaltered state. The current congregation, New Beginnings Baptist Church in 

Williamsburg, whose building was originally a German Lutheran church, does not use an organ 

in their worship and were pleased that theirs could be relocated, to be used once again. After 

many hours of meticulous work, the organ was installed in the chapel of the Clifton Springs 

Hospital in upstate Clifton Springs, NY, aided by the generous donation of an elderly couple. 

 

So on June 23, 22 Brooklyn A.G.O. members and guests helped honor the work done by Ric and 

his dedicated workers. Also present was his wife, Ellen Parsons. It was delightful to meet the 

Parsons and to learn of their devotion to the organ. Ric is a fourth-generation pipe organ builder. 

A plaque honoring Ric was presented by Dean Raymond Trapp, and Keith presented a slide show 

of various stages of the removal and rebuilding of the organ, with a recording of former Dean 

Jonathan Hall's inaugural recital playing in the background (the performance was wonderful, as 

would be expected of Jonathan, showcasing all the sounds of the organ). Information on the 

organ and a CD of Jonathan’s recital were presented to everyone. 

 

What a delightful afternoon we all had, enjoying good comradeship and excellent food.   

 

---Stephen Danziger, Treasurer. 

 

PERSON DUES ARE DUE: 
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FINAL DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 30,  2013 

By Ellen Wright, Sub-Dean 

 

After allowing several extensions, the Brooklyn Chapter Board voted at the August 13
th

 meeting 

to establish September 30
th

, 2013 as the final deadline for receipt of 2013-2014 dues.  All 

agreed that a firm cutoff date must be observed so a Membership Directory can be assembled and 

distributed.  Although it is possible to join the AGO at any time during the year, members who 

renew after the deadline cannot logistically be included in the Directory, and they may find 

themselves missing important issues of THE AMERICAN ORGANIST. 

 

Dues may be paid online at www.agohq.org, or a registration form may be downloaded from the 

Chapter website at www.brooklynago.org and mailed, with a check, to Sophie Williams Johnson, 

Registrar, 1035 Washington Avenue, Apt. 5B, Brooklyn, NY 11225-2431. 

 

THIS IS THE REAL, TRUE, ABSOLUTE, WE-MEAN-IT DEADLINE! 

 

 

 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE  

News has reached us of the death of Sylvester C. Nichols, a quiet, soft-spoken gentleman and 

long-time supporter of this Chapter. His funeral was on September 16. As his sister beautifully 

reports: 

 

     Sylvester C. Nichols: Sunrise- November 16, 1931 Sunset- August 31, 2013 

He began his church ministry as a chapel organist with the United States army. He studied piano 

at the Juilliard school and received several music scholarships and awards. He studied organ and 

church music at the Guilmant Organ school in New York. Through the years, he was an organist 

and choir director at various Roman/Episcopal/Anglican/Baptist/Presbyterian and Lutheran 

churches. He was a member of the A.G.O. and the Royal Canadian College of Organists. 

A memorial service will be held in the near future. 

 

JAMES W.  TATE,  1944-2013 
(submitted by Ellen Wright, Sub-Dean) 

 

Jim Tate, husband of board member and 2004 Person of the Year Francesca Norsen Tate, was 

laid to rest at Green-Wood Cemetery on September 6, 2013, following a funeral mass at St. Ann 

and the Holy Trinity Church in Brooklyn Heights. The Rev. Julie Hoplamazian was the principal 

celebrant. The church’s famous E.M. Skinner organ gave voice to a wide variety of hymns and 

solo compositions, played by Past Dean Gregory Eaton, Director of Music, and also by former 

board member Paul Olson, Organist-Choirmaster at Grace Church, the Tates’ parish church. 

Ongoing renovations prevented the celebration of the funeral at that place. 

 

Married in 2003, Francesca and Jim enjoyed ten years together, when a brief illness took him. 

Their love for each other was a jewel in this community, which will be much the poorer for Jim’s 

absence. 
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On Tuesday, September 10, the Brooklyn Chapter Board sent a donation to the Grace Church 

Music Fund in Jim’s memory.  We extend our heartfelt prayers for Francesca’s solace in her 

time of sorrow. Precious in your sight, O God, is the death of your servants. 

 

 

 

 


